Please treat this email as a request for recorded information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.
This request concerns any involvement by the Scottish Qualifications Authority in the Scottish Cosmetic Interventions Expert Group, its sub-groups, or related Scottish Government work concerning qualifications and training for non-surgical cosmetic procedures.
Please provide the following recorded information held from 1 December 2020 to the date of this request.
1. The names and job titles of any SQA employees, representatives, contractors or advisers who attended, advised or contributed to:
a. the Scottish Cosmetic Interventions Expert Group;
b. any SCIEG sub-group;
c. any related Scottish Government meeting, advisory group or workstream concerning non-surgical cosmetic procedures, qualifications or practitioner competence.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Information relating to SCIEG meetings are available on the Scottish Government website using the following link
Scottish Cosmetic Interventions Expert Group - gov.scot
SQA, as one of the awarding bodies, was invited by Habia to participate in the sector skills National Occupational Standards review for level 7 and 8 Beauty. They organised meetings one of which related to whether units proposed within the new SVQ level 7 and 8 Beauty Therapy are within the suggested Group 3 procedures held on 04 February 2025.
1. The dates and titles of the meetings attended and, where recorded, each person’s status as a member, observer, adviser, presenter or other participant.
Qualifications Scotland Response
The link above provides information relating to the meetings of the SCIEG
One of our Qualifications Manager, from our Qualifications Development Directorate attended the NOS EWG on 28 October 2025 for the Wellbeing Holistic Therapies NOS Development.
1. Copies of any declarations of interest completed in connection with that participation.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any records of declarations of interest
1. Copies of any advice, reports, briefings, presentations, submissions or recommendations supplied by the SQA concerning:
a. qualifications for non-surgical cosmetic procedures;
b. qualification levels for procedures within Groups 1, 2 or 3;
c. Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework levels;
d. Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7 aesthetics qualifications;
e. recognition of existing qualifications;
f. recognition of prior learning;
g. credit transfer;
h. bridging or conversion courses;
i. grandfathering or transitional arrangements;
j. healthcare professional-only entry requirements;
k. pathways for independent aesthetic practitioners;
l. competence assessment for experienced practitioners.
Qualifications Scotland Response
A briefing paper was provided to the SCIEG and can be found within the response provided to a previous response, provided by SQA Accreditation, using the following link:
FOI25/26 276 Information Relating to the Memorandum of Understanding - Qualifications Scotland


1. Any correspondence between the SQA and the Scottish Government concerning:
a. the Non-surgical Procedures and Functions of Medical Reviewers (Scotland) Act 2026;
b. the Bill that preceded the Act;
c. secondary legislation, standards, guidance or implementation arrangements arising from the Act;
d. qualifications or training requirements under the proposed regulatory framework.
Qualifications Scotland Response
A link is provided for a response by the Scottish Government in relation to the Act, since the Act there has been no further engagement and qualification and training requirements do not feature in the Act.


1. Any correspondence concerning qualifications for non-surgical cosmetic procedures with:
a. Glasgow Caledonian University; 
b. the University of the West of Scotland; 
c. City of Glasgow College; 
d. Healthcare Improvement Scotland; 
e. the Scottish Medical Aesthetics Safety Group; 
f. the Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners; 
g. Professor David Sines; 
h. the British Association of Beauty Therapy and Cosmetology; 
i. the General Medical Council; 
j. the Nursing and Midwifery Council; 
k. the General Dental Council; 
l. the General Pharmaceutical Council; 
m. the Health and Care Professions Council; 
n. any awarding organisation, college, university, training provider or voluntary register.- 
Qualifications Scotland Response
There has been some correspondence with the Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners and this is contained within responses provided to previous requests received. These are available on our disclosure log using the following links:
FOI25/26 264 Details of the Memorandum of Understanding between SQA and the Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners - Qualifications Scotland
FOI25/26 276 Information Relating to the Memorandum of Understanding - Qualifications Scotland
FOI26/27 034 Communications Between SQA and the Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners. - Qualifications Scotland


1. Any records identifying proposed or existing qualifications that were considered suitable for practitioners performing non-surgical cosmetic procedures.
For each qualification considered, please provide, where recorded:
a. the qualification title;
b. awarding organisation;
c. qualification level;
d. procedure or treatment scope;
e. whether it was accepted, rejected or considered insufficient;
f. the reason for that decision.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
Since the introduction of the Act, there have been no discussions or dialogue qualifications.


1. Any recorded assessment of existing regulated qualifications held by independent aesthetic practitioners, including qualifications at Levels 4 to 7.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any recorded assessment.


1. Any recorded distinction between:
a. the academic or vocational level of a qualification;
b. professional registration as a doctor, nurse, dentist, pharmacist or other healthcare professional;
c. practical competence to perform a particular procedure;
d. legal entitlement to perform that procedure.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.
However, you may wish to submit the request to the Scottish Government who may hold some information. You can contact them using the following link:
Freedom of information (FOI): guidance, performance and reports - gov.scot


1. Any recorded discussion concerning whether a person holding an appropriate aesthetics qualification should also be required to hold statutory healthcare professional registration.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.
However, you may wish to submit the request to the Scottish Government who may hold some information. You can contact them using the following link:
Freedom of information (FOI): guidance, performance and reports - gov.scot


1. Any recorded evidence relied upon when considering healthcare professional-only access to qualifications or regulated procedures.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.


1. Any recorded assessment of whether excluding experienced independent practitioners from future qualification pathways would:
a. create an unnecessary barrier to training;
b. prevent recognition of existing competence;
c. cause business closure or loss of livelihood;
d. favour universities or healthcare professional-only courses;
e. create equality, fairness or competition concerns.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.
However, you may wish to submit the request to the Scottish Government who may hold some information. You can contact them using the following link:
Freedom of information (FOI): guidance, performance and reports - gov.scot



1. Any records concerning the development, approval or consideration of new qualifications for non-surgical cosmetic procedures, including:
a. proposed qualification titles;
b. draft specifications;
c. units or learning outcomes;
d. assessment requirements;
e. entry requirements;
f. clinical placement requirements;
g. consultation responses;
h. approval or validation records;
i. expected implementation dates.
Qualifications Scotland Response
In addition to VTCT Skills Diploma in Advanced Aesthetic Treatments at SCQF Level 7, there has been one further qualification developed, entitled SVQ Advanced Skin Therapy Practices at SCQF Level 8. However, this has not been picked up by any awarding body to offer, as yet.
1. Any recorded discussion concerning whether existing practitioners would be required to retrain or repeat learning already covered by qualifications they currently hold.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.


1. Any impact assessment, equality assessment, economic assessment, competition assessment or workforce assessment relating to proposed qualification requirements.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.


1. Any records identifying organisations or individuals invited to contribute to the development of qualification requirements and the basis upon which they were selected.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.


1. Any recorded consideration of whether independent aesthetic practitioners or organisations representing them should be consulted directly.
Qualifications Scotland Response
Under section 17 of the Act, when an authority does hold information relating to a request, it must inform the applicant.
We do not hold any information relevant to the request.


To keep this request proportionate, I am not requesting duplicate copies of identical documents. One copy of each relevant record will be sufficient.
I am content for private residential addresses, personal telephone numbers, personal email addresses, signatures and unrelated personal contact information to be redacted.
Please provide the information electronically by return email.
Where information is already publicly available, please provide the precise webpage or document reference.

